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apostles we shall have to examine this point and to make inquiry
into the origin of the legends relative to the resurrection. Eor
the historian, the life of Jesus finishes with his last sigh. But
such was the impression he had left in the heart of his disciples
and of a few devoted women, that during some weeks more it was
as if he were living and consoling them. Had his body been taken
away,1 or did enthusiasm, always credulous, create afterwards the
group of narratives by which it was sought to establish faith in
the resurrection ? In the absence of opposing documents this can
sever be ascertained. Let us ray, however, that the strong ima-
gination of IQuy Magdalen2 played an important part in this
circumstance.3 Divine power of love! Sacred moments in which
the passion of one possessed gave to the world a resuscitated God!

1  See M,itt. xxviii. 15; John xx. 2.

2  She had been possessed by seven demons, (Mark xvi, 9 ; Luke viii 2 )

8 This is obvious, especially in the ninth and following verses of chap xvi. of
Mark. These verses form a. conclusion of the second Gospel, different from the
conclusion at xvi. 1-8, with which many manuscripts terminate In the fourth
Gospel, (xx. 1, 2, 11, and following, IS,) Maiy Magdalen is also the only original
witness of the resurrection,